Modern Advances against Plague.
Plague has been a scourge of humanity, responsible for the deaths of millions. The etiological agent, Yersinia pestis, has evolved relatively recently from an enteropathogen, Yersinia pseudotuberculosis. The evolution of the plague pathogen has involved a complex series of genetic acquisitions, deletions, and rearrangements in its transition from an enteric niche to becoming a systemic, flea-vectored pathogen. With the advent of modern molecular biology techniques, we are starting to understand how the organism adapts to the diverse niches it encounters and how to combat the threat it poses.